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“No matter who you are or where you’ve been, you are welcome here!
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DEATH ON A CROSS

     What did dying on a cross really mean in the world of Jesus?  It wasn’t just being nailed to pieces of wood.  It was the Roman method to execute someone with extreme pain and humiliation in public.  It demonstrated the power Rome had over the population.  It showed them what happens when one challenges Roman authority.
     It was designed to make a criminal suffer for a long time.  The body’s position on the cross made it very hard to breathe and usually a person died from asphyxiation.  
     Also note that before the crucifixion, the criminal was severely beaten and/or scourged, then the victim had to carry their own crossbeam to the place of execution.
     Roman law generally prohibited the crucifixion of their citizens.  If a citizen was sentence to death, they were treated more humanly, with punishments such as exile, forced suicide, or quick decapitation.
     If you said to someone, “may you go to a bad cross,” you were insulting him.  You were cursing him, wishing him to have severe misfortune, agony, and humiliation.
     So why was Jesus so willing to humble himself for us, assuming the form of a man in obedience to the Father?  Why did He sacrifice himself for us, taking the punishment we sinners deserve?  It is because God loves us, He wants us to be saved and to be part of His family forever.  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”   (John 3:16, NIV Bible)

“Have the same attitude in yourselves which was in Christ Jesus (look to Him as your example in selfless humility), who, although He existed in the form and unchanging essence of God (as One with Him, possessing the fullness of all the divine attributes – the entire nature of deity), did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped or asserted (as if He did not already possess it, or was afraid of losing it); but emptied Himself ( without renouncing or diminishing His deity, but only temporarily giving up the outward expression of divine equality and His rightful dignity) by assuming the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men (He became completely human but was without sin, being fully God and fully man).  After he was found in (terms of His) outward appearance as a man (for a divinely-appointed time), He humbled Himself (still further) by becoming obedient (to the Father) to the point of death, even death on a cross.”  (Philippians 2:5-8, AMP Bible)

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  Thank Jesus for dying for you on that cross!
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BIRTHDAYS
 5  Tyler Ritchie
  8  Ella Wynn, Bernice Kedzierski
14  Jacob Ellinger
20  Nancy Ritchie
23  Nancy Rivers

ANNIVERSARIES  
17  Scott & Patty Lent
21  Niyi & Doyin Soyele
23  Victor & Linda Vela
27  Hassell & Cathy Frye



 You are invited to join Luke for his final worship gathering of the school year at Westfield State University on May 3rd.  This will be the last service before summer break, and all are welcome to attend.  The service begins at 5:00 PM in the Albert and Amelia Ferst Interfaith Center.
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CBC Scholarships

Through the generous contributions of past and present members of Central Baptist Church, we are able to award college scholarships to church members to assist in paying for education expenses.  The amount of each scholarship will vary according to available funds and the number of applicants.
Scholarship Criteria
1.  The applicant and/or immediate family must be an active participant(s) of Central Baptist Church.
2.  The applicant must demonstrate a commitment to living a Christian life.
3.  Applicant must maintain a minimum “C” average.
5.  Applicant may receive up to four (4) undergraduate scholarships and two (2) graduate scholarships.
All members of Central Baptist are eligible to apply.
The application is available in the office, the back of the sanctuary and on the website.  www.centralbaptistchurchwestfield.com
Deadline for applying is May 17th
Scholarships will be awarded in June.
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MAY 16th is the date for our next community breakfast.
Prep is at 7:30 am
 Serving at 9:00 am

COME JOIN US!
****************************
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We are excited to announce that beginning on June 14th, we will be hosting Second Sunday Fellowship from 6:00-7:30 P.M.  

This will a special time to come together for connection, encouragement and community.  We invite everyone to join us each month for this meaningful time of fellowship.

We look forward to seeing you there!
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Church Potluck Luncheon
Sunday, May 31st
Immediately after our Worship gathering
Bring your favorite dish or dessert to share
and
our old friend Mabel Brucknak will be in church that day while she is here visiting family. 
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The next Soup Kitchen is 
Wednesday, July 29th at 2:00 P.M. 
 Looking for help with cooking, packing and serving meals.
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Youth Group Meeting
Sunday, May 17th
2-4 P.M.
Hayes Hall
If anyone needs a ride, please let Chrissy Falardeau know
423-335-0084
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